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d'Orleans was treated by Monseigneur, and yet what
genuine grief he displayed at the death of that prince.
What a contrast was this conduct with that of M. du
Maine at another time, who, after leaving the King
(Louis XIV.) at the point of death, delivered over to
an ignorant peasant, imitated that peasant so naturally
and so pleasantly, that bursts of laughter extended to
the gallery, and scandalized the passers-by. This is a
celebrated and very characteristic fact, which will find
its proper place if I live long enough to carry these
memoirs up to the death of the King.

M. d'Orleans was, however, already in such bad
odour, that people were ready to believe anything to
his discredit. They drank in this new report so rapidly,
that on the I7th of February, as he went with Madame
to give the holy water to the corpse of the Dauphine,
the crowd of the people threw out all sorts of accusa-
tions against him, which both he and Madame very
distinctly heard, without daring to show it, and were
in trouble, embarrassment, and indignation, as may be
imagined. There was even ground for fearing worse
from an excited and credulous populace when M. d'Or-
leans went alone to give the holy water to the corpse
of the Dauphin. For he had to endure on his passage
atrocious insults from a populace which uttered aloud
the most frightful observations, which pointed the
finger at him with the coarsest epithets, and which be-
lieved it was doing him a favour in not falling upon
him and tearing him to pieces!

averring that the Due d'Orleans had no interest in the death of the
victims? If the whole plot had been successful, his favourite and too-
beloved daughter would have been Queen. A better argument for his
innocence is, that he afterwards suffered Louis XV. to live.